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N E W S RELEASE

Oct. 27, 1995
UM STUDENTS AND ALUMNI H ELP ELDERLY, DISABLED PREPA RE FOR W INTER
MISSOULA University of Montana students and alumni are looking for community volunteers to help
them bring warmth to the homes of low-income elderly and disabled Missoula area residents.
November will mark the second year that the UM Student Social Work Association and the
Alumni Association have organized volunteers to help weatherize homes for those in need. The
"Weather or Not" program will use free materials provided by the District 11 Human Resource
Council to help local homeowners get ready for winter.
Each year HRC distributes hundreds of do-it-yourself weatherization kits to participants in
the Low-income Energy Assistance Program. Many people, however, are unable to install the kits
themselves because of physical limitations, said Jim Wilson, HRC’s weatherization program
manager.
Last year, UM faculty members joined students and alumni in weatherizing 15 Missoula
homes. This year, project organizers are hoping to draw community members as well to help
weatherize at least 30 homes.
Volunteers can sign up to work between 5 and 8 p . m . Thursday, Nov. 16, or between 9
a.m. and 4 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 18. A brief training session will be held before volunteers are
sent out to homes.
Rebecca Burt, a senior majoring in social work and a Weather or Not organizer, said

-more-

WthrNot.rl - 2
volunteers also are needed Nov. 30 and Dec. 1 and 2 to help distribute kits to people who can
install them on their own.
You don’t have to be a carpenter to volunteer, UM Alumni Association Director Bill
Johnston said. The kits—plastic storm window coverings, caulking materials, weather strips, water
restrictors and weather tape-are simple to install.
Every day, Wilson said, he sees clients whose homes are without heat, windows, storm
windows and insulation.
"It’s nice for us to go home and not worry about heating, but for some of these people, it’s
a day-to-day struggle to stay warm and alive," said Johnston. "This is a nice marriage—students,
alums and faculty helping the Missoula community and the people who probably need it the m ost."
Burt, who volunteered for last year’s Weather or Not project, said the program is a
worthwhile way of pulling the campus and community together.
Anyone interested in volunteering or finding out more about the program may call the
Student Social Work Association at 243-5542 or the Alumni Association at 243-5211. If you know
of someone who may qualify for assistance from the program, call HRC at 728-3710.
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